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INTRODUCTION  

 

The purpose of this guide is to help you and your organization conduct your own voter 

registration drives in New York City.  The information covers many aspects of this process, 

from the actual completion of the registration form to instructions about the ballot.  

 

Over the past several years there have been a number of significant changes in the registration 

process.  New voters must provide identification when first registering to vote.  We will 

discuss the identification requirement in detail in the section on Registration Form 

Instructions (p. 9-10). 

 

New voters must enroll in a political party if they wish to vote in primary elections.  There are 

eight political parties listed on the New York State Voter Registration form: the Democratic 

Party, Republican Party, Conservative Party, Womenôs Equality Party, Reform Party, 

Working Families Party, Independence Party, and Green Party.  These parties each secured 

50,000 votes on their lines in the last gubernatorial election, the pre-requisite for securing a 

permanent line on the ballot and registration form.  First time registrants are also given the 

opportunity to write in the political party in which they wish to enroll. And, of course, there is 

a box to check if the registrant chooses not to enroll in any party. 

 

Registration is not the end of the process.  It is only the beginning.  Our responsibility is to see 

that all of those who are registered VOTE.  Democracy and majority vote mean very little if 

fewer than half of those eligible to vote perform their civic duty and vote. 

 

 VOTING SYSTEM IN NEW YORK CITY  

Since 2010, voters in New York have been filling out paper ballots which they then feed into 

an optical scanner which records and tabulates the votes for all of the election districts at the 

poll site. As they are recorded by the scanner, the paper ballots drop into a locked box below 

the scanner, which also retains a facsimile of each ballot. This system allows for audits and 

recounts which were not possible with the lever machines that were in use through the 2009 

elections. 

 

In addition to the optical scanners, at least one Ballot Marking Device (BMD) is available in 

each polling place. The BMDs do not count votes. They enable the voter to mark a paper 

ballot which can then be inserted in the optical scanner and counted with the other ballots cast 

at the poll site.  Any voter, including voters with disabilities, may use the BMD to view or 

listen to the ballot in any of the required languages (English, Spanish, Chinese ï Mandarin or 

Cantonese, Bengali and Korean). The voter can then use the ATM-style touch screen, Braille-

Enhanced keypad, sip and puff device, or rocker paddles to mark the ballot. 

 

For more information on the electoral process and the 2018 Primary and General Elections, 

visit the NYC League of Women Voters website - www.lwvnyc.org  and the Board of 

Elections website:  www.vote.nyc.ny.us. You may also call the Leagueôs Telephone 

Information Service at 212-725-3541 and the Board of Elections at 212-VOTE-NYC (212-

868-3692).   
 

HOW TO PLAN AND CONDUCT A VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVE  

1 Select a Voter Registration Coordinator. 

http://www.lwvnyc.org/
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2 Choose a location to hold the drive and get written permission to use the site. 

3 Publicize the event in organizational bulletins, community newspapers and flyers to the 

residents or the populations you wish to register. You can also announce the voter registration 

event through your website, Facebook, Twitter or other social media. 

4 Get registration forms from your borough Board of Elections Office (addresses and phone 

numbers below). The Board of Elections will mail up to 250 registration forms to individuals.  

Registration forms are available in English, Spanish, Chinese, Korean and Bengali. 

5 Brief your volunteers on registration requirements before the event begins. 

6 Have black or blue pens available for people to fill out the forms. 

7 Display signs and posters in the registration area. 

8 Have information available on votersô rights: how to use the voting machine, the political 

parties, as well as literature on the importance of voting. 

9 If  the registrant completes the form and turns it in to you, check to make sure the form is 

completed correctly before the registrant leaves the table.       

10 The coordinator, or another representative of the organization sponsoring the event, should 

deliver the completed forms to the appropriate borough office of the Board of  Elections or to 

the Boardôs central office in Manhattan at 32 Broadway, 7
th
 floor. We advise you to deliver 

the forms to the Board of Elections office as quickly as possible to ensure that the people 

you have registered can vote in the next election without incident. Donôt hold on to the 

forms to turn them in close to the registration deadline (June 1 for the federal primary, 

August 17 for the state and local primary and October 12  for the General Election). The 

Board is overwhelmed with forms close to the deadlines and thatôs when mistakes are 

made. 

11  If a registrant wants to take a form and mail it in, that is fine as long as you explain that June 

1 is the last day to register for the June 26 Federal Primary, August 19 is the last day to 

register for the September 13 State Primary and October 12 is the deadline to register to vote 

in the General Election. The NYC BOE Commissioners will decide what offices will be open 

on that day to receive In-Person registrations. 

12 Mailed registrations should be put in postal boxes by Friday, August 17th so as to be 

postmarked by Saturday the 18th. 

13 Mailed-in registration forms of first-time voters require identification. If ID is not provided on  

the form, or in response to a letter of request from the Board, the voter will be asked to 

produce identification at the polling place the first time he or she votes. 

 
Borough Offices of the Board of Elections: 

Bronx  1780 Grand Concourse, Bronx, NY 10457  (718) 299-9017 

Brooklyn  345 Adams St, Brooklyn NY 11201   (718) 797-8800 

         Manhattan          200 Varick Street, New York, NY 10014           (212) 886-2100 

         Queens          118-35 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills, NY 11375          (718) 730-6730 

         Staten Island       1 Edgewater Plaza, Staten Island, NY 10305          (718) 876-0079 

 

Citywide Board of Elections Information: 

32 Broadway, 7th Fl., NY, NY  

http://vote.nyc.ny.us/  212-VOTE-NYC (212) 868-3692      TTY    (212) 487-5496 

 

http://vote.nyc/#.ny.us/
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ARE YOU ELIGIBILE TO REGISTER AND VOTE IN NEW YORK CITY?  

 

Yes You Are, If You Are:   

¶ A Citizen of the United States (born in the U.S. or naturalized). Persons born in Puerto 

Rico, Guam and the U.S. Virgin Islands are U. S. citizens. 

¶ A resident of New York City for at least 30 days before the election. 

¶ At least 18 years of age by Election Day. If your 18
th
 birthday falls in 2018, but after 

November 6 (date of General Election, 2018), you may register but you are not eligible to 

vote in the November election. 

¶ You can register any time during the year, but your form must be delivered or 

mailed at least 25 days before the next election for it to be effective for that election. 

¶ Not serving a jail sentence or on parole for a felony conviction. 

o Not adjudged by a court to be mentally incompetent to vote. 

o Not claiming the right to vote elsewhere (outside the City of New York). 

¶ Once Registered You Remain on the Rolls Unless You:  

¶ Move 

¶ Change your name 

¶ Have not voted for 5 years, in which case your name may be on a computer file, but not 

on the registration list at the polls. In this case ask to vote on an affidavit ballot 

¶ Are convicted of a felony 

 

REGISTRATION DEADLINES  

In New York State Voter Registration Forms must be received by the Board of Elections or 

postmarked 25 days before the election in which the applicant wishes to vote. 

 

Any qualified person who has been honorably discharged from the military after the 25
th
 day 

before a general election or has become a naturalized citizen after the 25
th
 day before the 

general election may personally register at the Board of Elections in the applicantôs county of 

residence and vote in the general election held at least ten days after such registration. 

 

Any change of registration, i.e., a new address or name, must be received by the Board of 

Elections 25 days before the election. 

Only new voters can register and enroll in a political party 25 days before the primary and 

vote in the primary of the party in which they enrolled. 

 

Changing Party Enrollment - A registration form submitted to change enrollment from one 

party to another or from ñblankò to a party designation must be received by the Board of 

Elections. Please note: you cannot CHANGE your enrollment and vote in the NEW PARTY 

of your choice in the same year. A change of enrollment will go into effect one week 

following the General Election. The last day to change your enrollment for the following 

yearôs primary is the same as the last day to register for the General Election (25 days prior to 
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the date of the General Election).  This means that it is too late to change your party 

enrollment for the 2018 primaries.  The deadline to change your party enrollment and vote in 

your new partyôs primary in 2019 is October 12, 2018. 

 

 

 

Voter Registration Online for DMV Account Holders  

 

If you have a Driverôs License, Non-Drivers ID card or Learnerôs Permit issued by the New 

York State Department of Motor Vehicles, you may register to vote or update your voter 

registration on the DMV website (www.dmv.ny.gov/mydmv). 

 

Upon signing into the MyDMV application, you may select Electronic Voter Registration 

Application to complete a voter registration form online.  You will be asked a series of 

questions which are on the Board of Elections registration form, including the affirmation of 

an affidavit stating that you are eligible to register and that all of the information you are 

providing is truthful.  You will also be asked to agree to the NYS DMV attestation which 

authorizes the DMV to send the Board of Elections the digital signature they have on file from 

your application for a Driverôs License, Non-Driver ID or Learnerôs Permit. The Board of 

Elections has agreed to accept that attestation as the legal equivalent of a handwritten 

signature.  The DMV does not approve or deny voter registration applications, it simply 

forwards the online applications to the County Boards of Elections for processing.         

 

 

REGISTERING PEOPLE WHO DO NOT HAVE A HOME ADDRESS  

Homeless individuals may register using the location where they stay at night, which can be 

the closest building address to a street corner, a shelter, a bus station, train station or any other 

location. This address will be used by the Board of Elections to assign the voter to the 

appropriate poll site. A mailing address should also be provided on the Voter Registration 

form and can be that of a local advocacy organization, shelter, outreach center or anywhere 

else where someone is willing to accept mail on the voterôs behalf. The mailing address does 

not have to be a residential address. 

 

THE RIGHT TO VOTE IN  NEW YORK STATE FOR I NDIVIDUALS WITH 

MENTAL HEALTH DISABI LITIES  

Do I have a right to vote if I have a mental health problem? 

Yes! According to the New York State Election Law, if you are otherwise eligible to vote, 

you are only prevented from voting if you have been adjudged incompetent or 

incapacitated to vote by order of a court. 

No person is prohibited from voting simply because he or she has been subjected to civil 

commitment. 

Will my benefits and services be affected by my registering to vote? 

No, there is no relationship between registering to vote and your eligibility for benefits and 

services. 

 

In a General Election, a voter may vote for any candidate regardless of party 
enrollment 



 

6  
 

 



 

7  
 

VOTING WITH A CRIMIN AL RECORD  

Can I vote if I have been convicted of a felony? You may NOT register or vote if 

¶ You have been convicted of a felony and:  

¶ You are currently incarcerated or 

¶ You are under parole supervision  

You MAY register and vote if 

¶ You were convicted of a felony and  

¶ You were sentenced to probation  

¶ You were not sentenced to incarceration or your prison sentence was suspended  

¶ You have served your maximum prison sentence  

¶ You have been discharged from parole or  

¶ You have received a pardon  

 

How do I register to vote? 

You must complete a voter registration form and sign the sworn affirmation that is contained 

in the form. Then you must mail or deliver the form to your local county Board of Elections. 

The address for the New York City Board of Elections is 32 Broadway, 7
th
 Floor, New York, 

NY 10014. See page 3 for addresses and phone numbers. 

 

You do not need to provide any documentation about your criminal history in order to 

register. 

Can I vote from jail? 

You may vote from jail as long as you are registered and not serving time on a felony 

conviction.  If you are awaiting trial or disposition of your case, or if you are serving time on a 

misdemeanor, you may vote from jail as long as you are already registered. 

 

How do I vote if Iôm in jail? 

You must request an absentee ballot from the Board of Elections. To obtain an absentee ballot 

you must first submit an absentee ballot application. In New York City, an application should 

be available at your facility, on the Internet at www.vote.nyc.ny.us, or you can call 1-866-

VOTE-NYC.  

What address should I put on the voter registration form if I am in jail?  

You should put your permanent home address on the registration form, not the address of the 

facility where you are incarcerated. 

 

 

VOTING OPTI ONS FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS IN NEW YORK STATE  

 

Some states wonôt allow students to register!  The right to vote is fundamental in a democratic 

society. The following information will help make it easy for you to exercise this right. To be 

eligible to vote, you must be a U.S. citizen who will be at least 18 years old on Election Day, 

and you must also have registered to vote.  If you are in college, the following information 

will help you to decide whether to vote in your prior district/state or at your college address. 

There are many good reasons for registering and voting at either residence, but keep in mind, 

in most cases the final choice is really yours.  

 

file://///LWVNYCSERVER/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/AppData/Local/Application%20Data/Administrative/My%20Documents/Downloads/www.vote.nyc.ny.us
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Should I register and vote in my college community?  
 

You do have a stake in the local issues of your college community. Issues such as off-campus 

housing and zoning restrictions, the environment, taxes, transportation and personal safety all 

affect your quality of living. Voting in your college community also is more convenient and 

relieves you of the need to apply for and return an absentee ballot.  

 

Every voter needs to have information about the issues and the candidates. Registering 

and voting at college can give you the opportunity to become involved with, and 

informed about, the local issues in your college town or city. Becoming involved in the 

issues, and learning about local politics, are some of the ways in which you can begin to 

build a relationship with other residents of the community. If you consider the college 

community your primary residence, you should vote in that location.   

 

Am I really a resident of my college community?  

Yes. Students live in their college towns anywhere from nine to 12 months of the year, for at 

least four years. This means that students are no more transient than the average American 

family, which typically moves once every four years. Students contribute to the college 

community in many valuable ways. They work as volunteers in a host of civic organizations, 

help to create jobs in the community, bolster the local economy, and pay sales and gasoline 

taxes.  

 

Why should I register at my prior address?  
 

If  you do not consider your college community your primary residence and/or you have a 

special interest in the local issues at your prior address, you have a good reason for voting 

there. The people and issues you vote for will have an impact that is more lasting on you if 

you intend to return to this location to live. It is also possible that you are still subject to taxes 

and student loan/scholarship regulations at your prior address. If this is the case, having a 

voice in the policy decisions about these issues might be important for you. Just remember, if 

you want to vote at your prior residence, you must be registered at that address and be aware 

of absentee ballot regulations and procedures.  

 

VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE  
 

N.Y. Election Law (5-508) allows victims of domestic violence who obtain a court order from 

NY Supreme Court in the county where they are registered to have their voter registration 

record kept separate and apart from other registration records and not be made available for 

inspection or copying by the public or any other person, except election officials acting within 

the course and scope of their official duties. 

 

Under a separate section of the law (11-306), you can also be excused from going to your 

polling place to vote and get a special ballot. For further information, you should contact your 

local board of elections for their confidential registration and special ballot procedures. 
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